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1048 HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS 


Because the settlers in Center Creek depended upon farming for 
their livelihood, irrigation waters were utmost importance. Some of 
the earliest community cooperative projects, as well as some of the dis- 
putes, transpired because of the need for irrigation water. 

The first settlers in the area laid claim to the water in Center Creek 
and also some of the smaller streams nearby, This meant that new fami- 
lies coming into the area either had to get permission from the older 
residents to use the water, or look elsewhere for their irrigation needs. 
The new settlers felt that there was ample water for everyone if it were 
to be distributed fairly, but try-as they would, they couldn't persuade the 
original settlers to give up much of it. 

As a result, many meetings were held in an effort to solve the prob- 
lem, and it was finally resolved that the newer settlers would go into 
Center Creek Canyon and look for sites where reservoirs could be built 
to hold water that was just going to waste. They located and staked out 
six reservoir sites, and began the task of building the dams. However, 


the Struggles were still not ended because the early settlers then at- 


tempted to stop them from filling the dams. Many lively meetings en- 
sued before it was finally decided to organize a reservoir company in 
1879 and subsequently the Center Creek Irrigation and Water Company 
in 1887. ow years later these two companies were consolidated 1 


With the organization of the Irrigation Company, the settlement of 
disputes was left up to the officers and directors, who attempted to be as 
fair as possible. William Richardson Sr. was the first president of the 
company. Other officers were Parley Murdock, Archibald Sellers and 


George Hyrum Sweat. 

While the community of Center Creek was growing, another com- 
munity about twe miles north of Center began to develop. This was 
known as Lake Creek, and began about 1877.. Robert Lindsay and his 
wife Sarah Ann, and William Lindsay and his wife Mary, had been 
living in Heber, but decided to look around for a site where they might 
establish more permanent homes. They finally decided on a site three 
miles east of Heber, near a spring, and in 1877 moved from Heber to be- 
gin farming the rich soil, 

They built log homes and lived close together until about 1883 when 
they decided it would be much easier to work the farm land if one family 
lived in the upper section. They drew lots to see who would move, and 
Robert got the “cut” to move. He built a two-room log house and later 
a large, two-story home for his family. 


As these men found success in farming the Lake Creek Jand, others 


soon.began to take up homesteads in the area. Some of these homestead- 
ers included Bengt Peterson, James Nash, William Murdoch Sr., Wil- 
liam Baird Sr. and John W. Crook. edie i 

An excellent sandstone quarry was developed on property owned 
by John Crook and Herbert Clegg. The stone was used to build many of 


- IRRIGATION. 
The following report mado to the 
governor of Utah Territory in 1889 by 
the county surveyor of Wasatch 
Qounty, sors our'the condition of our 
irrigation systems, as they existed at 
that ime in aa brief and coamprohen 
give form ay we are ubio to flud, 
‘Lhe report reads as follows: 
COUNTY SURVEYOR’S REPORT. 


On the Irrigation System of Wasatch 
` County. 


Heber, Aug. 1, 1889. 
To His Excellency Gov. Arthur ` L. 

Thomas, Salt Lake City: 

Dear Str;—By request of the county 
court of, Wasatch County, | hereby 
submit a report of the irrigalion sy8- 
tem of Provo valley, and a few sug 
gestions as ic how it can be improved 
and enlarged, together with a map 
showing the [rrigatine canals, creeks, 
ete, and the arable land under irri- 


Midway Irrigation Company. 


gation, ahd that may be brought un | The ealan System on the 
der irrigation by & proper system of he irrigation system on tho west 
side of the river in this valley is con- 


il canals and reservoirs, Provo valley i 7: 
ı | proper comprises Heber, Midway and trolled by one corporation. There is 
one large canal taking water from 


Charleston. It extends up and down] | 
the Provo river for a distance uf about Suake creek and 4a nymber of small 
ditches. The cost of this canal and 


‘ltwelve miles, being about twelve miles 
these ditches, I have been unable to 


i| wide near the center of the valley and i . . 
ol teduallp Nareaiay to a pulnt at each obtain, iy addition to this, the com- 
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i 
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agement and a system of canals and re- 
servoirs, 
Recapitulation. 

We find from the above estimate 
that there are about 18,000 acres of 
land in this county that is irrigated or 
In a oendition to be irrigated, and 
about 32,000 acres of arable Jand in the 
county. There can be loca! regervolrs 


ppany has commenced the construction | constructed to irrigate In Round Val- 


We Dap lota vents SO One 
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